


Who trains
the dogs?

s Vicky Turner

One of the most frequently asked questions
when out and about presenting Mobility
Dogs is, “Who trains the dogs?”

We are delighted to announce Vicky Turner
is now working full-time for Mobility Dogs as
Canine Manager. She is well known to many
in the Mobility Dogs community having been
involved with the organisation for four years
in a voluntary capacity as a dog handler/
trainer. Since graduating with a Certificate

in Animal Management (Canine Behaviour
and Training) from UNITEC Vicky has been
employed as a Behaviour Advisor, primarily
assessing canine behaviour and working with
difficult dogs at Animal Welfare Waitakere.
Last year she travelled, together with fellow
Mobility Dogs volunteer Laura Cartwright,
to the Bergin University of Canine Studies

in Santa Rosa, California where they both
completed intensive summer courses in
Service Dog Training - specifically preparing

Laura Cartwright

assistance dog trainers to train and place
service dogs with individuals with disabilities -
and as High Schooled Instructors teaching at-
risk teens how to train service dogs. For the
past few months Vicky has been instructing
female prisoners as part of the Puppies in
Prison programme with
outstanding results.
Vicky and Laura have
also been assisted
over the past couple

of years by volunteer
handler/trainer Debbie
Baigent. Our very best
wishes to Debbie on
her recent wedding to
James Lawrie (right).

Southern Lakes District News

Farley and Frodo - two eight-week old
Golden Retriever puppies from Arangold
Kennels in Christchurch arrived at
Queenstown Airport on 17 March, and for
a short time that made four Mobility Dogs
puppies being raised in the Southern Lakes
District; quite a milestone for our fledging
puppy club! However, 10 days later that
number was reduced by one when we said
goodbye to Emmit, the first Mobility Dogs
pup to be raised in the South Island. A new
and exciting chapter has begun for Emmit as
he enters advanced training in Auckland in
preparation for matching and placement in
several months time.

We are pleased to welcome new puppy-
raisers, Heather and Steve. They are raising
Farley and come with experience in dog
handling having had two Golden Retriever
pet dogs. Frodo, a bit darker than his brother,
is being raised by us. So it starts all over
again, and we look forward to the fun, the
challenges and the opportunity to continue
educating people about Mobility Dogs.

Soon after Emmit came to us, we made

an appointment to visit the Arrowtown
Primary School to introduce him to the
children. A special assembly was called to
welcome Emmit and he soon became a
popular member out and about in the local
community. A few times during the year,
Emmit returned to the school to demonstrate

Farewell: Emmit visiting Arrowtown Primary
School with Grant before leaving the district.

Heather
ing Frodo
Farley at
ueenstown
airport.

his progress. The day before Emmit’s leaving,
we arranged a final visit so that the children
could say goodbye and wish him well.

Tony and Viv raising the second Southern
puppy, Elsa, describe the positive side of
puppy-raising as, "fun, rewarding and keeps
us fit", but already acknowledge the down
side will be, “the parting; we don't look
forward to that day”.

Puppy Raisers: Elsa with Viv, Tony and their Delage
vintage car.

Tony and Viv's Proud Raisers Moment was
recently described by Tony: “We were at a
Probus club gathering, and | asked Elsa to
down and stay in a corner of the room while
| collected my tea and biscuit. On my return,
| deliberately dropped my wallet some 6-7
metres away and then gave the look, get

it, bring it here requests. Elsa responded
beautifully, much to the delight of the on-
lookers. Just then our President deliberately
dropped his keys. | again gave Elsa the
commands, and she promptly responded but
instead of giving me the keys, she returned
them to the President! How's that for
intuition or should we call it simply brains?”

We'd like to thank the people of the
Southern Lakes District for their support
and interest in Emmit and Mobility Dogs. Go
Emmit! Hold proudly your gorgeous head
and tail and learn well. Raising Emmit has
been a privilege and a joy.

Judy and Grant Reid
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