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Make a Difference 
Donate to Mobility Dogs
The Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust relies solely on 

voluntary contributions to do its work. If you would like to 

support Mobility Dogs, please complete and return the 

form below or visit our website  

www.mobilitydogs.co.nz 

Donations $5 and over are eligible for tax deductions. 

Thank you.

Lion Foundation House. 3 William Laurie Place. Albany. Auckland  

PO Box 300 563. Albany 0752. Auckland. New Zealand 

P +64 9 448 5520 or 0800 662 364 
E info@mobilitydogs.co.nz  www.mobilitydogs.co.nz

Name

Address

Phone	 Email	

	 I would like to make a donation	     Amount $	
	 to continue the work of Mobility Dogs 

Please send me more information about the following:

	 Puppy Sponsorship	 Leaving a Legacy

	 Volunteering	 Applying for a Mobility Dog

	 I enclose my cheque payable to Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust or

Please debit my credit card	 VISA		  Mastercard

Cardholder Name		   	 Expiry

Card Number

3 digit security number from back of card

Signature 			   Date

NOTECARDS  
FOR SALE

Support Mobility Dogs and purchase 
packs of 10 Mobility Dog blank 

notecards and envelopes (five cards 
of each of two designs per pack) $20 

To order please contact  
(09) 448 5520 or  

info@mobilitydogs.co.nz 

I

Mobility 
Pause

If good vibes and smiles were currency, 
Mobility Dogs would be a very wealthy 
organisation! Watching the matching 
process when our dogs and recipients 
learn to live together is always an 
exciting time and last month just as the 
new teams were set off we said ‘Hello’ 
to a new group of puppies. And the 
smiles start all over again! Unfortunately 
currency is $$$$$$ and we continue to 
have a very pressing need for funds to 
enable us to continue to train and match 
our mobility assistance dogs. The value 
of these canine friends is only seen to 
increase the longer the individual works 
with their dog. We do need to move 
forward in meeting the application rate 
so more disabled people can access 
a greater level of independence and 
confidence. With Christmas coming 
please encourage your friends and family 
to give each other the gift of celebrating 
their physical ability by a donation 
to Mobility Dogs in their name. Such 
goodwill lasts for many years!

Margaret A Zubcic 
Chairperson

6+4=10 Working Teams!
Mobility Dogs reach double digits

sincere THANKS to all 
who have made monetary donations to 
Mobility Dogs since our last newsletter. 
We appreciate some of you wish to 
remain anonymous. In particular we wish 
to acknowledge donations from the 
Lions Clubs of Pakuranga Panmure and 
Papakura, Rotary Clubs of Matamata and  
Warkworth and sponsorship from the 
Longmuir Trust. 

Apollo Centre Management - for again 
providing the Apollo Centre 
conference facility free of 

charge; most recently in August for our 
Mobility Dogs ‘Information Morning’. 

Beach Haven Brownies - for all the hard 
work you put into your Mobility Dogs 
fundraising concert. The dogs loved their 
moment on stage!

St Cuthbert’s School Yr 3/4 syndicate 
- for ongoing fundraising projects. We 
especially enjoyed being part of your 
‘Market Day’ in September.  

Nestle Purina - for the donation of four 
pallets of dog food.

Davies Foods - for the provision of 
temporary storage for dog food. 

Clorox NZ - for the donation of Gladbags 
to repackage dog food.

Caughey Preston Home Residents - who 
together with the OT Department are 
assisting with the repackaging of dog food.

Harp of Erin Lions Club - for the 
donation of dog treats.

Simon Goodall, the Dog Guru - for his 
monthly support of 
Mobility Dogs based on 

the number of clients he works with. Need 
help with your dog’s behaviour? Call 0800 
DOG GURU, 09-298-2018 or 021-212-6582 
www.dogguru.co.nz  
Email: dogguru@slingshot.co.nz

Digital Island - for free office broadband.

BNI Parnell - for welcoming ‘Chance’ to

FFollowing a two week Team Training 
Camp commencing at the end of 
September, four new working teams 
successfully passed their public access 
assessments on 10 October 2008 under 
the watchful eye of Pete Pedersen of the 
NZ Police Dog Section. These working 
teams represent the culmination of much 
generosity, time and energy from puppy-

raisers, dog trainers/handlers, financial 
supporters and the extended Mobility 
Dogs ‘team’ of staff and volunteers.  
Thanks to you ALL.  We much appreciate 
the ongoing support of the Jubilee 
Trust in providing financial assistance to 
applicants living in Auckland, Northland 
and Whakatane to attend Team Training.  

Our congratulations to:  

Philip & ‘Dougal’ 
‘Dougal’ was a long time coming but I’m 
realising more and more each day that he 
was well worth the wait. I knew it would 
take a pretty awesome dog to fit into my 
busy schedule of work - an eclectic mix 
of entrepreneurial leadership, consulting 
and performing comedy - which sees me 
travel regularly around New Zealand and 
overseas. ‘Dougal’ is continuing to rise to 
the challenge.

New mobility dog puppies taking time out. 

your Thursday breakfasts and supporting 
Mobility Dogs as an ESP member.

DONATIONS to the Mobility Assistance 
Dogs Trust may be made directly online 
www.mobilitydogs.co.nz and at any 
Westpac branch.

LastShot
‘Hay, look at me!’ 

‘Ellie’ (sponsored by the  
Joyce Fisher Charitable Trust) 



sometimes a man’s just got to move on.

To the ‘team’ that make up Mobility Dogs, 
a big thank you for all the many hours 
of work that goes on behind the scenes 
to match me and my doggie mates up 
with our new partners. We acknowledge 
all you have done to make this possible. 

Kerry & ‘Bella’ 
Advanced training of ‘Bella’ sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Ellerslie Sunrise

Hi everyone, I’m ‘Bella’. I’m a three year 
old Labradoodle and have just found 
myself a new Dad (Kerry). We seem to 
be great together, I think I wuv him and 
I think he wuvs me too. I try my best to 
help him when I can but he still gets my 
commands wrong now and then - hehe - 
but it’s okay because it’s a lot to remember 
at first. We have lots of fun together and 
he has brought me lots of new toys but 
I wuv them soo much that they seem to 
break really fast. My favourite toys are a 
lion Kerry brought me and a fish rope that 
Mobility Dogs gave me. I have met my 
new auntie and I think she’s pretty cool 
but Dad says I’m not allowed to play with 
her or greet her; it’s so hard because I love 
meeting new people.  

I miss my Mummy Esme and the family 
but I know she is happy I have a Dad I can 
help every day. I WUV you guys.

Anyway, Dad said I have to say goodnight 
because it’s nearly our bedtime and we 
have to go to work again tomorrow.

Woof  Woof  Woof
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‘Cassie’ is able to push buttons 
including lift buttons which is something 
I am physically unable to do. She can 
also retrieve dropped items when 
commanded. Having ‘Cassie’ is like having 
an extra pair of hands. After working with 
‘Cassie’ for five months I can safely say 
that the wait has been worth it.  I don’t 
know where I would be without her. 
Having her as my service dog is wonderful.

Marie & ‘Cam’ 
Hello my name is ‘Cam’ (I am the one with 
the black hair) and I’m Marie’s new partner. 
She is a paraplegic of 22 years and lived 
independently until we were teamed up. 
Marie told me she doesn’t like imposing 
on other humans; that’s where I come in. 
I will happily do anything she wants me 
to do because already she gives me lots 
of snuggles, belly rubs and even treats. 
She tells me how important I am and 
gets me to pick up everything she drops; 
how can I refuse? I think if I do everything 
she tells me she might not have as much 
discomfort from the strain she was getting 
before I came into her life. She told me we 
were going to live in rural Waikato and can 
go down to the lake EVERY DAY even if it’s 
raining - that is if she doesn’t go to those 
yucky ladies shops. 

I know I’m handsome because although 
no one’s allowed to pat me or talk to me I 
still have ears and can hear what they are 
saying – oh shucks I must be sooo cute.

Debbie my trainer did such a good job 
of preparing me for my next adventure 
so thanks Debbie. It’s not you, it’s me; 

A New Breed? Introducing the Lake Hayes 
Blackfooted Retriever! ‘Emmit’ & ‘Chance’ with 
Grant after their lakeside romp.

New mobility dogs ‘Ezra’ (pictured)  
and ‘Elsa’ need cash.

Generous Sponsors Needed for ‘Elsa’ and ‘Ezra’ 
Three gorgeous golden retriever puppies sourced from the same litter joined our 
Canine Development Programme at the end of October. One of the puppies is very 
fortunate to be fully sponsored and he will be officially launched by his corporate 
sponsors early next year. The other two puppies. ‘Ezra’ and ‘Elsa’ are both urgently 
looking for sponsorship. ‘Elsa’ has joined ‘Emmit’ to be puppy-raised in the Southern 
Lakes District.

While a full sponsorship of one mobility dog puppy is $25,000 over two years, 
collectively YOU can help us from as little as $1/day. For further information regarding 
sponsorship opportunities please contact Helen hspence@mobilitydogs.co.nz. 

Southern Lakes District News 
Within two weeks of living with me, 
‘Dougal’ had done a day’s shoot with a 
crew from TV One’s ‘Attitude’, helped 
me speak to a group of high school 
students about diversity and attended 
the acclaimed dance show ‘Tama Ma’, 
the whole of which he watched intently 
(and took notes, I might add). By the end 
of the year he will have accompanied me 
on stage in Adelaide, Christchurch and 
Hamilton - we’re working on the script 
already.

Added to this mix of activity he’s had to 
get used to my variety of ways of getting 
around: pulling me in my wheelchair, 
assisting me to walk with a custom-made 
harness and following me around home as 
I push backwards with my feet.

I’d like to applaud the team at Mobility 
Dogs for matching me with a superb and 
beautiful dog with whom I am already 
besotted. But most of all I salute ‘Dougal’ 
- he doesn’t know what he’s gotten himself 
into! 

Leonie & ‘Cassie’ 
After waiting two years to receive a 
mobility dog, the wait was finally over. 
In May I was fortunate enough to be 
matched with ‘Cassie’ – a two year old 
golden retriever. Our bond was strong 
from the start and it continues to grow. 
She has had an immensely positive impact 
on my life to date. With ‘Cassie’ beside 
me I have found that the public is more 
comfortable to approach and talk to me. 
At University, ‘Cassie’ has helped me to 
make new friends. 

EEarlier this year in our May newsletter 
we introduced Grant and Judy Reid of 
Arrowtown as puppy-raisers for ‘Emmit’.  
Those of you who are regular visitors 
to our website may be following the 
excellent and informative journal entries 
that Grant and Judy prepare sharing their 
experiences of raising a mobility dog. 
In addition to maintaining this journal 
they also provide regular video updates 
of ‘Emmit’s’ training progress (at nine 
months he is one stellar student with 40 
commands mastered!) and are dedicated 
to raising the profile of Mobility Dogs in 
their region by speaking to community 
groups and making themselves available 
for local media articles. They are now 

expanding their involvement in Mobility 
Dogs to recruiting puppy-raisers and 
overseeing the development of more 
puppies in the Southern Lakes District.

‘Emmit’s’ most recent journal entry below:

In late September, Helen and ‘Chance’ 
flew down from Auckland to help us with 
fundraising. On Friday and Saturday at the 
entrance to New World, we conducted an 
appeal with ‘Chance’ and ‘Emmit’ sharing 
the spotlight looking very professional and 
handsome. The Trewavas family (below 
left), puppy-sitters for ‘Emmit’, helped us 
by taking a shift to talk to people about 
Mobility Dogs. It was a successful appeal 
not only monetarily but in the fact that 
we had numerous opportunities to tell 
people about Mobility Dogs. We sincerely 
thank the people of the Southern Lakes 
District for their generosity and interest in 
Mobility Dogs. 

On Sunday we took part in the annual 
Life Synergy Expo at the Queenstown 
Memorial Hall. Again, we enjoyed 
educating people about Mobility Dogs 
and introducing them to ‘Chance’ and 
‘Emmit’. Both dogs drew a gathering of 
people when they demonstrated a few of 
their tasks. 

Organiser of the event and owner of 

Exposure Talent Agency, Sunny Sky 
donated a portion of the proceeds to 
Mobility Dogs. Below: Judy and ‘Emmit’ 
accept the cheque from Sunny. 

Mobility Dogs  
with ‘Attitude’

WATCH a mobility dog in action 
- at home, at university and in the 
supermarket! The Attitude TV1 clip 
which screened in August featuring Amy 
and ‘Bonnie’ is linked to our website 
www.mobilitydogs.co.nz 
Click on the video button to access this 
and other Mobility Dogs video clips.  

Holiday Greetings from ‘Emmit’ & ‘Elsa’ 
captured here modelling Judy’s handcrafted 
festive ‘bling’ collars.




