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Make a Difference 
Donate to Mobility Dogs
The Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust relies solely on 
voluntary contributions to do its work. If you would like to 
support Mobility Dogs, please complete and return the 

form below or visit our website  

www.mobilitydogs.co.nz 
Donations $5 and over are eligible for tax deductions. 
Thank you.

Lion Foundation House. 3 William Laurie Place. Albany. Auckland  
PO Box 300 563. Albany 0752. Auckland. New Zealand 

P +64 9 448 5520 or 0800 662 364 
E info@mobilitydogs.co.nz  www.mobilitydogs.co.nz

Name

Address

Phone	 Email	

	 I would like to make a donation	     Amount $	
	 to continue the work of Mobility Dogs 

Please send me more information about the following:

	 Puppy Sponsorship	 Leaving a Legacy

	 Volunteering	 Applying for a Mobility Dog

	 I enclose my cheque payable to Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust or

Please debit my credit card	 VISA		  Mastercard

Cardholder Name		   	 Expiry

Card Number

3 digit security number from back of card

Signature 			   Date

I

Mobility 
Pause

It’s a new year and Mobility Dogs 
has a new chairperson; Peter Smith. 
After many years of dedicated service, 
Margaret Zubcic has stepped down as 
Chair of the Trust, and I’ve been elected 
to try and fill her shoes. On behalf of the 
other trustees, Barry de Geest, Grant 
Hunter, John Peebles, and Suzie Mudge, 
I’d like to thank Margaret for the effort 
and leadership she has given to the 
Trust. Fortunately, we’ll still have access 
to Margaret’s wisdom as she is still a 
trustee of Mobility Assistance Dogs 
Trust.
As you’ll read elsewhere in this 
newsletter, Bradley Mark has also 
stepped down as CEO. As the founder 
of the Trust, there is much for which 
we have to thank Bradley. Without him, 
there would be no Mobility Dogs. 
Also, a warm welcome to new General 
Manager, Suzanne Crowther.
I look forward to this new year, and I 
am sure that the Trust will continue to 
deliver on the vision that Bradley instilled 
in the organisation

Peter Smith 
Chairperson

Mobility 
Dogs’  
Founder 
Steps  
Down

sincere THANKS to all 
who have made donations of money, 
products and services to Mobility Dogs 
since our last newsletter.  We appreciate 
some of you wish to remain anonymous. 
In particular we wish to gratefully 
acknowledge funding received from 
COGS and the Perry Foundation and 
also extend thanks to:

Rotary Club of Ellerslie Sunrise  
Puppies in Prison, ‘Eva’ & ‘Ellie’, were 
paroled to attend the Rotary meeting 
on December 5. They were joined by 
‘Dyson’ his community puppy-raisers 
(the McMurray family), Sally (Mobility 
Dogs staff and puppy-raiser for ‘Ezra’), 
Bradley and ‘Ace’.  ‘Ace’ provided 
Rotary members and visitors with an 
accomplished demonstration of how 
an assistance dog helps a person with a 
physical disability. Following this, Rotary 
President Dave McDonald and TVNZ 
personality Sonia Gray presented a 
cheque towards the puppy development 
programme. 

Masterpet In lieu of a client gift Masterpet 
generously made a Christmas donation to 
Mobility Dogs. This was communicated to 

clients in the pet industry via an attractive 
card. We really appreciate your efforts in 
assisting us spread the word nationwide 
re the service we provide. In November 
Helen and ‘Chance’ were invited as guest 
speakers at the Masterpet Auckland 
Kennel and Cattery night. ‘Chance’ was 
thrilled to receive Masterpet products for 
his personal 
use and 
consumption!

Cathay Pacific Airways for selecting 
Mobility Dogs as one of six charities 
they will support with air travel in 2009; 
specifically to fly 
a dog handler to 
the USA for further 
training.

St Cuthbert’s School Yr 3/4 syndicate 
‘Chance’ was delighted to accept your 
fundraising cheque at the junior school 
assembly in December. Thanks to girls and 
staff for all your hard work over the year.

Nikki Burley & Associates 
for funding the purchase of 
golden retriever ‘Ezra’.

Rotary Club of Ferrymead for proceeds 
from November’s ‘Dogs Day Out’.

Fahey Fence Hire for fencing a puppy-
raiser’s section. Thanks for 
helping to keep our puppies 
safe! Need fencing?  
www.fahey.net.nz

Owairoa Primary School 
for your fabulous Build-a-Puppy donation 
posters.
(see ‘Chance’ at right)

FFounder of the Mobility Assistance Dogs 
Trust, Bradley Mark, has resigned from his 
position as CEO. He formally established 
the Trust in 2003 with the mission of 
providing the long-term physically 
disabled community of New Zealand with 
trained assistance dogs. 

While teaching at The University of 
Auckland, Bradley witnessed a young 
woman in a wheelchair struggling through 
a heavy downpour. Meeting her later 
in the day, she burst into tears and told 
him the ‘human pusher’ assigned to 
help her around the university had not 
turned up. This encounter inspired him 
to research the already well-established 
use of assistance dogs internationally to 

assist New Zealanders living with physical 
disabilities. 

Bradley had begun to use his household 
pet, soft-coated wheaten terrier ‘Boston’, 
to assist him with tasks that were 
becoming increasingly difficult to achieve 
in a wheelchair; for example fetching 
dropped items, carrying bags, opening 
doors and pressing pedestrian buttons. 

In order for mobility dogs to be out and 
providing round the clock assistance, 
one of Bradley’s first achievements was 
to have Mobility Dogs accorded legal 
public access rights as service dogs 
under the Dog Control Amendment Act. 
He worked tirelessly to raise the profile 

Blerta of Printstop for 
donating the design of our 
2009 CD case calendar 

Richard of Diamond Fusion 
for financing the printing 
of the calendar. If you have 
problems with pets and glass  
www.diamondfusion.co.nz 
“Non Stick - Easy Clean Glass”

Nastasha Wein of California upon 
completion of her Tikkun Olam 
fundraising project for Mobility Dogs 
in New Zealand. Her final total was 
approximately $1600. Thanks to all those 
who supported her efforts.

Simon Goodall, Dog Guru for his 
monthly support of Mobility Dogs based 
on the number of clients he works with.  
Need help with your dog’s behaviour? 
 www.dogguru.co.nz

 

DONATIONS to the Mobility Assistance 
Dogs Trust may be made directly online 
www.mobilitydogs.co.nz and at any 
Westpac branch.

continued on page 2



‘Audi’ says “Goodbye” 

I am very very sad to have to tell you all 
that my most wonderful, beautiful ‘Audi’ 
passed away on January 6 in Australia.

Paul, ‘Audi’ and I departed from 
Christchurch on December 19 to stay on 
the Gold Coast with our children, Kate 
and Mark, for Christmas. We were booked 
to return on January 10.  We had a great 
Christmas Day. ‘Audi’ enjoyed opening his 
present from Santa - a cute red squeaky 
dog; thank goodness he was so clever that 
he was able to remove the squeak within 
minutes. New Year came and went. ‘Audi’ went off eating his food (which was very unusual 
for him being a Lab) on January 1.  We tried to change his food but to no avail. But this 
did not deter ‘Audi’ from doing everything I commanded. He swam in the pool everyday 
and though not eating, still had a lot of spunk.

A day later, we paid a visit to our vet on the Gold Coast for ‘Audi’s’ blood work and regular 
exam for returning to New Zealand. ‘Audi’s’ temperature and vitals were fine. Over the 
weekend he showed signs of an upset stomach and would not eat at all. He was also very 
slow at jumping into the car. 

We called the vet on Monday morning and they wanted to see him immediately. Tail still 
wagging, the vet did a thorough check and found ‘Audi’ to have a raging temperature, 
heart rate at double normal and yellowish gums. He told us we had a very sick dog. 
‘Audi’ stayed with the vet for ultrasound and blood tests. They called us later in the day 
with news that they had narrowed ‘Audi’s’ problem to his liver.  We picked him up and 
came home. ‘Audi’ did not take his eyes off Paul or me all that evening. It was like he was 
trying to tell us something. We went off to bed and ‘Audi’ was very happy with the jump 
on command which meant he got to snuggle with us until we were ready for sleep. On 
Tuesday morning we woke, ‘Audi’ came up and we snuggled. He got the towel for my 
shower and picked up what I dropped. He worked for me right up to the last second. I 
kissed him and told him I would see him the next day as the vet said he would have to stay 
overnight to perform a liver biopsy. I could not even imagine being without him for one 
night but I was not ready for what came next.

Later that morning, the vet called us. He told Paul that when they opened ‘Audi’ up, his 
liver was gone and his spleen was riddled with cancer. They said it was a very progressive 
cancer and if ‘Audi’ was to wake up from his surgery, it would be days, not weeks that he 
had left to live. We had to make that awful horrible decision. Of course we did not want 
‘Audi’ to suffer, so we said not to wake him.  

I cry every day for my ‘Audi’. Whenever I used to cry ‘Audi’ would come and lick my tears 
away. I do not have him here to wipe my tears away now. Words cannot express how much 
I miss him. ‘Audi’ gave me unconditional love. I have ‘Audi’s’ ashes in a lovely wooden box 
with his name engraved in gold which we place in his bed. I talk to him every day.  Thanks 
‘Audi’ for every day we were together. Paul really misses you too.   

In Bradley’s own words his philosophy 
- “to be conscientious in the pursuit of 
excellence whatever the task; embrace 
interactions and treaties on an ethical, 
overt and mutually agreeable basis; to 
value and respect openness in all aspects 
of life; and to maintain and extend my 
own learning practices in order to provide 
service to all. In essence - my philosophy 
is to continually think the unthinkable, 
pursue the unknowable, help wherever 
possible, and enjoy the journey along the 
way.”

We thank Bradley for all his hard work 
over the years, and wish him well in all his 
future endeavours.

 Dogs Make the Difference  	 M O B I L I T Y  A S S I S T A N C E  D O G S  T R U S T  N E W S L E T T E R     3	2   Dogs Make the Difference  	 M O B I L I T Y  A S S I S T A N C E  D O G S  T R U S T  N E W S L E T T E R

(PIP) pilot programme in partnership 
with the New Zealand Department of 
Corrections in July 2008. At the official PIP 
launch the then Minister of Corrections, 
Phil Goff, stated that, “This will directly 
benefit the community and disabled 
people. But it also gives selected 
prisoners the opportunity to learn new 
skills, a sense of personal pride and the 
opportunity to put something back into 
society.”

Bradley wishes to convey his deepest 
appreciation to those generous 
supporters throughout New Zealand who 
believed in his vision of Mobility Dogs and 
making it a reality.

Puppy Raisers: Viv and Tony with ‘Elsa’.

Southern Lakes District News 
of the organisation within the disability 
sector and relevant government, business, 
service and interest groups around the 
country.  

In 2007 Bradley was awarded a Winston 
Churchill Fellowship which enabled him to 
travel to the United Kingdom and United 
States investigating both assistance dog 
training facilities and several prisons with 
established puppy training programmes.  
As a result of this opportunity Bradley was 
delighted in setting up and successfully 
running the first ever ‘Puppies in Prisons’ 

MMarket Day, an annual holiday event held 
on the beautiful Arrowtown Village Green, 
is a fun day chock-full of entertainment, 
music and a variety of stalls. This year the 
festival had a new addition to the line-
up, the colourful and eclectic Mobility 
Dogs stall! A highlight was a visit in the 
afternoon from working team, Amy and 
‘Bonnie’. They had flown in from Auckland 
earlier in the day and spent a few hours 
at our stall answering questions and 
talking to people about Mobility Dogs. 
Many thanks to all the kind folks and 
businesses that helped to make our stall 
a success, and special thanks to Lakes 
Environmental, Queenstown for waiving 
the food stall fee. It was a great day, and 
we were pleased to raise more than we 
expected for Mobility Dogs. 

With the arrival of ‘Elsa’, the second puppy 
to be raised on the South Island, we can 
truly justify calling ourselves a ‘Puppy 
Club’. Since the last newsletter, we are 
pleased to welcome new puppy-sitters, 
Sarah, Shona and Robert. Puppy-sitters 
are an essential element in a puppy club, 
ready and willing to step in, sometimes 

on rather short notice, to help out the 
raisers and take a puppy for 3-5 days. Our 
puppy club meets twice a month and is an 
opportunity to recognise accomplishments 
(both puppies’ and raisers’), discuss 
challenges, answer questions and 
problem-solve puppy-raising issues.   

Recently, we took both ‘Emmit’ and ‘Elsa’ 
on a scenic cruise across Lake Wakatipu 
on board the heritage steamship, the TSS 
Earnslaw. Our cruise took us to Walter 
Peak High Country Farm where the dogs 
found it fascinating to touch noses with 
the baby lambs and observe, from some 
distance, the curious llamas, deer and 
Highland cattle. After enjoying traditional 
a morning tea, we took the dogs to the 
nearby beach for some playtime in the 
water. 

Thank you, Rotary Club of Fiordland for 
your donation following our presentation 
in November.  

On that bright note, we bid you farewell 
for this month and wish you Happy New 
Year from the SLD Puppy Club.

Judy & Grant Reid

Do Not Disturb: ‘Emmit’ & ‘Elsa’ sleeping 	
it off at Walter Peak High Country Farm.

Mobility Dogs’ Founder  
Steps Down continued

Thanks to Rodd & Gunn, we are delighted 
to officially introduce our most recent 
fully sponsored puppy, ‘Rusty’, named 
after a product line of Rodd & Gunn 
shorts! From the same litter as ‘Elsa’ and 
‘Ezra’, golden retriever ‘Rusty’is being 
puppy-raised by the van Vuuren family 
on Auckland’s North Shore. The van 
Vuuren’s are no strangers to Mobility 
Dogs having raised both ‘Bella’ and 
‘Cassie’ who are 
now fully fledged 
service dogs.

 

‘Over the Christmas period I was lucky 
enough to go away with my puppy-
raising family on ‘Lanakai’. It was great 
fun - lots of good weather and playing 
on the beach. I am now a really good 
swimmer, but will only go into the water 
from the beach. Neither ‘Anna’ nor I will 
jump off the back of the boat into the 
water as we cannot touch the bottom, 
and it is difficult for us to get back on. 
We know this, having both fallen off by 
mistake last year when the kids were 
swimming! Apart from being close to the 
family, eating and sleeping, my favourite 
thing is running along the beach 
and retrieving 
driftwood from 
the water.’ - 
‘Dyson’

Sponsored Dogs’ News

Rodd & Gunn’s Hannah Telford met with 
puppy-raisers Esme, Johan, ‘Rusty’, Irma and 
Markus van Vuuren.

‘Dyson’ finding his sealegs with puppy-
raisers Mary-Anne and Chris McMurray. 
Family pet ‘Anna’ looks on.

It’s hot here: ‘Echo’ visited the Chillisoft 
office shortly before Christmas to thank his 
sponsors and wish them a happy festive season.

Mobility Dogs 
Annual Charity 

Golf Tournament
Friday 27 March 2009
North Shore Golf Club, Appleby Rd, 
Albany. 4 person Ambrose.  
1.00pm Shotgun Start (light lunch 
from 12 noon)

•		 Fantastic prizes

•		 10 item charity auction 		
		 (including Great Travel Prizes!)

•		 Quick fire raffle      	

•		 All profits go directly to 		
		 Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust

For further information regarding 
this event OR if you are able to 
donate any prizes to the raffle/
auction, please contact  
Jody Hogan P 021 02390619  
E jhogan@mobilitydogs.co.nz or 
Helen Spence P 021 2882660  
E hspence@mobilitydogs.co.nz

I




