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We are all still buzzing after the recent 

initial weekend for potential recipients.  

When the weekenders, puppy handlers, 

puppy raisers, canine/handler teams 

Board of Trustees and some people 

from our waiting list came together for 

a casual lunch; it was most affirming.  

Whatever our role, it was plain to see 

just where each person’s contribution 

fitted into the whole picture of Mobility 

Dogs. It was great to hear first hand 

from Michelle and Gail how their lives 

had changed since getting their dogs 

and what tasks they were carrying out 

– some we hadn’t even thought of!

More time is being spent giving 

presentations to groups of interested 

people in various community 

organisations and it is always wonderful 

to see so many people shake their heads 

with incredulity when they realise 

just what our dogs are trained to do.  I 

think they look at their pets through 

new eyes – realising just how they have 

underestimated their dogs.

Here’s to DogAbility!

Margaret A Zubcic

Chairperson

MOBILITY DOGS provides people who 
have long-term mobility impairments with 
trained assistance dogs. Not only does 
the Trust train service puppies and dogs 
but educates potential recipients about 
the benefits and responsibilities of having 

a Mobility Dog Partner. Our third Mobility 
Dog applicant camp was run over the 
weekend 21-23 September 2007.

Four applicants and their support persons 

successfully completed an orientation 
weekend at Wairau Valley Special School, 
Glenfield. Everyone was delighted to 
find they were not actually camping but 
accommodated in separate classrooms 
with almost ensuite bathroom facilities.

The weekend was designed so that 
everyone had the opportunity to learn 
how to care for a dog, use commands 
and determine their social styles.  
Bradley’s workshops demonstrated that 
a successful Mobility Dog working team 
matches canine and human social styles 
as closely as possible.

Saturday night saw a group of volunteers 
and applicants dining at a restaurant 
together with five dogs. Of course the 
dogs attracted considerable attention 
filing through the restaurant to be seated, 
down quietly under the table of course!

The Sunday programme featured a 
midday BBQ attended by approximately 
70 friends and supporters of Mobility 
Dogs. Working teams, Michelle and 
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Gail and Paul’s bedroom, or so they 
thought. Paul became suspicious when 
he noticed a downstairs sofa curiously 
gathering black hairs. He conducted an 
investigation which revealed that once 
“Audi” had checked Gail and Paul’s eyes 
were firmly closed, he padded off to his 
five star accommodation making sure he 
returned to his Rogz by 7am to report for 
duty each morning!

Dyson Cuddles 
Dyson

In August the final “D” puppy on board 
for 2007 Dyson sponsored by SkyCity, 
met The Honourable Ruth Dyson –  
Minister for Disability Issues - for a 
quick cuddle and photo opportunity in 
Woolston, Christchurch. Dyson is another 
donated golden retriever and is presently 
living with Maryanne, formerly puppy 
raiser for chocolate lab Carma, now  
completing her Advanced Training. 

Michelle and  
Amber in  

Pet Magazine
Avid readers of Pet Magazine will have 
noticed working team Michelle and 
Amber in a double page spread in the 
Sept-Nov 2007 issue. 

 
                                                                     

Christchurch residents Gail and “Audi” 
starred recently in “The Star”.  They are 
the first official working team in the 
South Island.  Gail and “Audi” were  
successfully matched as a result of the 
Initial Weekend, September 2006 and 
graduated in January.  

At the recent Initial Weekend Gail 
shared the amusing  tale of “Audi’s” 
sleep deception.  Each night “Audi” 
settled down in his cosy Rogz bed in 

Amber and Gail and Audi, together with 
husbands Blair and Paul, shared their 
experiences of life with a Mobility Dog 
before lunch was served. 

Special thanks for catering over the 
weekend to Lorraine and Patricia, ably 
supported by volunteer Silvia and Ranger 
Guides Nikki, Courtney and Kathryn.

There were a total of seven dogs in 
training at the camp “sleeping over” in 
the school garage under the watchful 
eye of handlers Vicky, Patricia, Laura and 
Debbie. A further nine Mobility Dogs 
visited over the course of the weekend.  
Thanks to Hayley and Fraser for providing 
Mobility Dogs with an up to date set of 
canine portrait photographs.

Mobility Dogs acknowledges the 
generous support of Initial Weekend 
sponsors Sanitarium, SkyCity and The 
Mad Butcher.

All weekend attendees were most 
impressed by their experience and had 

a lot of fun. Barry not only scooped the 
prize in the food hamper raffle (including 
Margaret’s homemade pawprint cookies!), 
but also led his team to a narrow victory 
in Sunday afternoon’s canine quiz.

Everyone who assisted with the 

organisation of this Initial Weekend 
agreed that the opportunity to get to 
know these wonderful future recipients 
of our dogs reinforces why we are 
involved and committed as Mobility Dog 
volunteers. 

Introducing 
our ‘D’ Duo 
Dougal and Dash

 
Five “D” puppies joined our programme 
this year.  Golden Retriever brothers 
Dougal and Dash were donated from this 
litter of 10!  They are now nine months 
old.  Dougal is being puppy raised in the 
fresh country air on a  
lifestyle block in Clevedon, while Dash 
may be found adeptly arranging flowers in 
the Rialto, Newmarket.
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Southern Stars

LEFT Dyson and Maryanne at Mazda Artworks 
-  annual fundraising project of the Rotary Club 
of Ellerslie Sunrise



MOBILITY DOG 
POLO SHIRTS  
FOR SALE
Join the team!  Grey Polo shirts with  
embroidered logo. Available in adult 
sizes; a generous S to XXXL.
Only $35.  To order, contact Lorraine at 
the Mobility Dogs office.

Volunteers Are 
Needed For:
• Puppy Raising

• Fundraising

• Weekend/Holiday Puppy Sitting &/or 	

walking

Call or email the office to let us know 
how you can help.

Seasons Woofs & Greetings 
from Amber and all her friends 
at Mobility Dogs!

Bentley &  
Bonnie  
Well Advanced
Chocolate labrador Bentley and  
labradoodle Bonnie have almost 
completed their Advanced Training 
with handlers Vicky and Laura 
respectively. Good job puppy raisers!  
Watch this space for our next working 
teams. 

Bradley and Bonnie

Winston Churchill  
Fellowship 
Earlier this year, CEO Bradley was 
awarded a Winston Churchill Fellowship.  
He spent three months investigating 
assistance dog programmes in the 
USA and UK.  In all, he visited 20 
organisations as well as seven prisons 
where service dogs are being successfully 
raised by inmates.
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In the Office  
The registered office of Mobility Dogs 
is located on Level 2 of the North 
Shore Life Centre, Albany.  The office is 
staffed full-time by friendly and efficient 
administrator Lorraine, appointed in 
February 2007. Lorraine may be 	
contacted on: 

Email info@mobilitydogs.co.nz

Phone 09 448 5520

Cell 021 288 2661

0800MOBDOGS 

Lorraine has recently been joined on a 
part-time basis by Services Co-ordinator 
Helen. Helen first became involved with 
Mobility Dogs a year ago as a puppy 
raiser for Chance. Some of you will have 
met Lorraine, Helen (Camp Mum) and 
Chance at the Initial Weekend.

CAN YOU SPONSOR 
ONE OF OUR  

PUPPIES TODAY?  
Gold, Silver and Bronze Level 
Sponsorships available.

2007 Sponsors
‘Bonnie’   Rotary Club of Ellerslie Sunrise

‘Chance’  Mr & Mrs J Spence, Rotorua

‘Dyson’    SkyCity

Thanks to OUR SPONSORS: SkyCity, 
Rotary Cub of Ellerslie Sunrise, RICOH, 
The Cerebral Palsy Society and Guides 
North Shore, who have all significantly 
contributed to another paw forward in 
2007.

We have gratefully received several 
anonymous donations over the past year.
DONATIONS to the Mobility Assistance 
Dogs Trust may be made at any Westpac 
Bank branch.



Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust

North Shore Life Centre

3 William Laurie Place

PO Box 300 563 

Albany, Auckland 0752

New Zealand

P 09 448 5520

E info@mobilitydogs.co.nz

W www.mobility dogs.co.nz

Mobility Dogs Make the Difference




